
AN ANALYSIS OF THE SHORT STORY A PAIR OF SILK BY KATE CHOPIN

Little Mrs. Sommers unexpectedly acquires fifteen dollars, which seems like a large amount to her. Feeling important
and wealthy, she.

Sommers seems like a modest and sensible woman; she is dedicated to her family and longs to provide the
best for her children. No one looks at her askance, and not minding the price, Mrs. Sommers finds herself in
possession of fifteen dollars. As Mrs Sommers is waiting for the cable car to arrive the reader is given a slight
insight into how she wishes her life could be. Sommers by presenting the stockings as the key to unlocking her
long-repressed desires. Sommers, however, does not like to think of the past, or indeed of the future, and
instead dedicates all her time and energy to completing her duties as best she can. The tone of the narration is
distant and dreamy, with a simple description of Mrs. Related Posts:. Stein, Allen. Sommers faces a minor
dilemma that eventually becomes a conscious expression of her desire to return to a past that she can no longer
have, reflecting her subconscious craving for the autonomy and independence that she does not have while
under the pressures of poverty. Her transformation is complete when she puts on her new silk stockings. Hall, 
Sommers gives in to temptation might seem at first glance to be a sign of succumbing or exhaustion in the face
of suppressed consumerism. After that, she will still have enough money for new stockings and hats for
everyone, which pleases her because her children will have new clothing for the first time in a while. Sommers
to give into temptation, Chopin counters this prevalent belief and suggests that women can â€”and shouldâ€”
embrace pleasure and value their own wants and needs above those of their husbands. Set in the s the story is
narrated in the third person by an unnamed narrator and from the beginning of the story the reader realises that
Chopin may be exploring the theme of responsibility and identity. Sommers enjoys her theater experience with
the women, her sense of belonging is ultimately an illusion. Elfenbein , Anna Shannon. The simple act of
taking a moment to relax in a comfortable chair symbolizes how she is now motivated not by the needs and
expectations of others, but by her own pleasure. Sommers' social standing had been before her marriage, and
see how her marriage has reduced her. Sommers then carries her unwrapped magazines in her arms and hikes
up her skirt as she crosses the street. Whereas she actively plans to buy hats and clothes for her children,
Chopin describes her as "not thinking at all" after putting on her stockings. Petry, Alice Hall ed. Feeling
important and wealthy, she considers how to invest her money, feeling that she must carefully allocate her
funds. Retrieved August 29,  She continues to feel the luxurious fabric and asks the shop girl for a pair in her
size. Sommers absorbs the entire experience. She feels uncertain about entering the restaurant and fears the
exclusion or ridicule she might face from the fashionable clientele inside, but her entrance goes unnoticed.
Instead, Mrs. Sommers and is unable to draw any conclusions about her. Sommers's actions and limited
discussion of her motivations. Chopin chose to write for Vogue because the magazine was uncharacteristically
"fearless and truthful" for the s in its depiction of women and their lives. Edited by Per Seyersted. After a few
days of reflection, she decides to use the money to purchase clothing for her children so they may look "fresh
and dainty and new for once in their lives.


