
CONSANGUINEOUS MARRIAGE

Consanguinity is a deeply rooted social trend among one-fifth of the world population mostly residing in the Middle East,
West Asia and North.

Some animal studies have shown that inbreeding or consanguinity could enhance longevity. European Journal
of Human Genetics volume 22, pages â€” Download Citation Subjects Reproductive disorders Abstract
Consanguineous couples should be adequately informed about their increased reproductive risk and
possibilities for genetic counselling. Tailored risk information can only be given once a relationship is
considered or established, preferably taking place in an individual counselling setting and in a culturally
sensitive manner. The social benefits of consanguinity should not outweigh the biological damages; many in
the community are ignorant about these facts. The fact that people in a consanguineous relationship more
frequently assessed a consanguineous marriage to be of the same risk level as a marriage between unrelated
partners may be a form of comparative optimism where a person downplays their own personal risk. Strategies
to disseminate information in school programmes should be taken into serious consideration, with a focus on
avoiding negative responses of students given the sensitivity of the subject. The first year holds the highest
chance of death due to the risk of autosomal recessive genes. The gross fertility was found to be systematically
increased with the rise in the values of inbreeding coefficients Figure 4a. Chances of postnatal mortality are
higher in offspring. The fertility rates desperately vary across different states of India with an increase in the
middle region, whereas low fertility rates have been reported in Southern and Northern most regions  The
findings in this study indicate that different strategies should be undertaken to reach the target population for
offering preconceptional information. In some of the western countries including the United States
consanguinity closer than the first cousins are considered to be legally incest. Main Reproductive health or
reproductive behavior refers to the diseases, disorders, and conditions related to the functioning of
reproductive system male or female during all stages of life. Questions could have been answered incorrectly,
caused by misunderstanding of the question or lack of interest. However this disgusting practice has never
been duplicated anywhere else in the world. Jump to navigation Jump to search Consanguineous marriage is
matrimony between individuals who are closely related. However, first cousin once removed showed the
highest value  The U5MR for female offspring did not show any significant difference between inbred and
non-inbred groups; however, U18MR for female offspring presented somehow higher mean values among
inbred groups than that of non-inbred groups of all different categories. Attitudes towards information on
reproductive risk Respondents were first informed that consanguineous couples have the possibility to seek
information about the risk of a hereditary or congenital disorder in their children. The prevalence of
consanguinity varies among different countries, usually associated with different demographic features, such
as religion, education, SES, geography and size of the area, isolation of the population, and living in rural or
urban set up 2. Figure 3 Child mortality with respect to the degree of inbreeding. Replication of this survey in
another country may be needed to obtain a reliable picture elsewhere. The determination of complete profile of
reproductive fitness provides the opportunity to quantify the influence of selection processes in human
evolutionary genetics. Consanguinity could increase the risk of inheriting any one of the autosomal recessive
genetic diseases that could affect any part of the body from head to foot. Neither did we find second- or
third-generation respondents having a more negative attitude than the first generation, as was suggested
previously among young British Pakistanis. The final sample consisted of participants. In a clinical sense,
marriage between two family members who are second cousins or closer qualify as having a consanguineous
marriage. Keywords: Consanguinity, Consanguineous marriages, Preconception counseling, Preconception
consultation, Premarital counseling, Primary health care Introduction It is estimated that one billion of the
current global population live in communities with a preference for consanguineous marriage Bittles and
Black a ; Modell and Darr  As an incentive, gift vouchers to the value of 25 euros were sent to a random
selection of five participants. In this study, participating men did not differ much from women, although their
attitudes were slightly less positive, with a significant difference concerning their attitudes towards
consanguineous couples having children. Around the globe consanguineous marriages have been practised by
many societies from time immemorial. Finally, people who were familiar with children with a congenital or
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hereditary disease of consanguineous parents were also more negative towards consanguinity compared with
people who were not familiar with this. Introduction It has been argued that consanguineous couples should be
informed about the increased risk of congenital disorders in their offspring. In our study we showed that
consanguinity could increase the incidence of many blinding disorders like retinitis pigmentosa, Leber
congenital amaurosis, Lawrence-Moon-Bardet-Biedl syndrome, Stargardt disease, Usher syndrome etc
Consanguinity and Ocular Genetic Diseases in South India: Analysis of a Five-year study. However, when
targeting people already in a consanguineous relationship, perhaps the greatest opportunity as well as greatest
challenge lies in the practice of the primary care professional. Moreover, the prenatal and postnatal child
mortality rates i. Table 2 presents the mean results for attitudes towards consanguinity by demographic
characteristics and familiarity with affected children from consanguineous couples. The highest mortality rate
was observed among the group having greater inbreeding coefficients i. Conclusion: Our conclusive
assessment brings out the deleterious consequence of consanguineous marriages on reproductive outcomes.
Similarly uncle and niece share 25 per cent and first cousins  Also, significant differences were found when
comparing people from Moroccan descent with those of Turkish descent, the latter being more negative.
Methods: A total of families were recruited from five Muslim populations of Jammu region.


