
HOW TO WRITE A PROPER CASE CITATION

art of legal citation. At ASL, the primary source for rules regarding legal citation is the law review writing with a small
sections for law practitioners. Many law.

If there is no written decision for the case, you might still be able to find some more information. When there
is a jury. The reference to page is referred to as a "pin cite" or "pinpoint". Here are some options: If a party in
the case appeals the decision to a higher court e. Now that you have identified the appropriate volume and
page number, pull the volume from the shelf. If the abbreviations include both upper and lower case letters,
you will need to leave spaces where appropriate e. Please note the publication of these quantums is sporadic
and the decision to write them up is also based on the judge's discretion. For example, Table T. Turning to the
appropriate page, you will find the full text of the opinion of the court. Here, you are discussing the Ontario
Court of Appeal decision and you want to let the reader know that this decision is affirming the decision made
by the Arbitration Board, while reversing the decision of the Divisional Court. The case is reported in volume
of the United States Reports abbreviated "U. This page number always follows the abbreviated reporter title in
your citation. Each legal database has a different proprietary name for its note up tool, but each tool is
designed to meet the above two goals. The following table shows how the regional reporters and states
correspond to each other. You need to indicate both the jurisdiction and court because this information is not
found in the CanLII database identifier. Sometimes oral decisions are transcribed by the court itself e. This
could be a factum, oral argument, evidence, etc. The Supreme Court decided the case. In this citation 42 is the
Title of the Code where this statute can be found. What lower levels of court was this case already tried in?
Subsequent History Use subsequent history if you are discussing the decision of a case that has since gone to a
higher court level. Using the volume, reporter abbreviation, page number is also the best way to find a case
electronically. Format: Citation of decision for which leave is requested, court and decision if available,
citation to the decision if available. New law students should first become familiar with the U. Another option
is to search newspaper coverage of trials where there is no written decision. How to Find a Statute by Citation
Once you have a citation, the first step is to identify the appropriate code. Prior and Subsequent History Use
prior and subsequent history if you are discussing an appeal that was later appealed. Learn to check the Table
T. The two key differences are the pin cite, page here, and the addition of the dissenting justices' names in a
parenthetical following the date of the case. If the citation following the signal used e. Guides to legal research
The library has a number of books on Canadian legal research. Jurisdictions Since you will use the
information in Table T. You would cite to the unofficial reporters only if the official reporter has not
published the opinion. Bankruptcy Court and the U.


