
TERMS RELATED TO RESEARCH PAPER

Your Social Sciences Research Paper: Glossary of Research Terms . Classification -- ordering of related phenomena
into categories.

Phonology -- the study of the ways in which speech sounds form systems and patterns in language. Duration
Models A group of statistical models used to measure the length of a status or process. University of
Southampton; Miller, Robert L. Hawthorne Effect Refers to the process where research subjects change their
behavior in response to being studied. Context Sensitivity -- awareness by a qualitative researcher of factors
such as values and beliefs that influence cultural behaviors. Weighted Scores -- scores in which the
components are modified by different multipliers to reflect their relative importance. Causal Hypothesis -- a
statement hypothesizing that the independent variable affects the dependent variable in some way. In the
earlier example of "gender" and "academic major," see Dependent Variable gender is the independent
variable. The observations or reports are recorded and tracked over a period of time. Predicted or estimated
data values are calculated in statistical analyses, such as regression analysis. Estimate of the treatment effect is
generally conservative, because the outcomes of those who did not receive the treatment or the full treatment
are generally smaller. GIS Geographical Information Systems A computer system that enables one to
assemble, store, manipulate, and display geographically referenced information. One half of the data points are
to the left and one half are to the right of the mean. Action Research Action research conducted to solve
problems, inform policy, or improve the way that issues are addressed and problems solved. Centre for Human
Servive Technology. The random assignment of participants increases the probability that differences
observed between participant groups are the result of the experimental intervention. Unit of Analysis -- the
basic observable entity or phenomenon being analyzed by a study and for which data are collected in the form
of variables. Grounded theory is used widely in qualitative research. Researchers using a Monte Carlo
approach draw a large number of random samples from a normal distribution, and calculate the sample mean
of those. Dependent Variable The outcome variable. The most common cause of model misspecification is
that important predictor independent variables are left out of the model. Heteroskedastic A distribution
characterized by a changing non-constant variance or standard deviation. A successful model can be shown to
account for unexpected behavior that has been observed, to predict certain behaviors, which can then be tested
experimentally, and to demonstrate that a given theory cannot account for certain phenomenon. Keywords
should indicate the general subject matter; however, they should not be too broad. In studies that do not
explore causal relationships, only the first of these definitions should be considered when assessing internal
validity. The alternative hypothesis is that there is an association. Make sure you are using the officially
recognized written form of each key term. Some factors that contribute to measurement error include the
environment in which a survey or test is administered e. Confirmability Objectivity -- the findings of the study
could be confirmed by another person conducting the same study. It tests how well the data fits a
predetermined factor structure. Random sample selection is used under the assumption that sufficiently large
samples assigned randomly will exhibit a distribution comparable to that of the population from which the
sample is drawn. Also, variables that can only take on certain values e. The basic concept is the reduction of
large amounts of data down to the meaningful parts. To hunt down the articles we want, we use search engines
and type in keywords that narrow down results. Validity -- the degree to which a study accurately reflects or
assesses the specific concept that the researcher is attempting to measure.


