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critically evaluate the impact of social and psychological factors on health and illness. an mental and physical condition
depends on myriad of factors .

Any tool for impact evaluation needs to be flexible, such that it enables access to impact data for a variety of
purposes Scoble et al. A discussion on the benefits and drawbacks of a range of evaluation tools bibliometrics,
economic rate of return, peer review, case study, logic modelling, and benchmarking can be found in the
article by Grant  To demonstrate to government, stakeholders, and the wider public the value of research.
Studies Buxton, Hanney and Jones into the economic gains from biomedical and health sciences determined
that different methodologies provide different ways of considering economic benefits. The exploitation of
research to provide impact occurs through a complex variety of processes, individuals, and organizations, and
therefore, attributing the contribution made by a specific individual, piece of research, funding, strategy, or
organization to an impact is not straight forward. Click an approach on the left to navigate to it Realist
Evaluation An approach especially to impact evaluation which examines what works for whom in what
circumstances through what causal mechanisms, including changes in the reasoning and resources of
participants. While defining the terminology used to understand impact and indicators will enable comparable
data to be stored and shared between organizations, we would recommend that any categorization of impacts
be flexible such that impacts arising from non-standard routes can be placed. If metrics are available as impact
evidence, they should, where possible, also capture any baseline or control data. Aspects of impact, such as
value of Intellectual Property, are currently recorded by universities in the UK through their Higher Education
Business and Community Interaction Survey return to Higher Education Statistics Agency; however, as with
other public and charitable sector organizations, showcasing impact is an important part of attracting and
retaining donors and support Kelly and McNicoll  This raises the questions of whether UK business and
industry should not invest in the research that will deliver them impacts and who will fund basic research if
not the government? Click an approach on the left to navigate to it Success Case Method The Success Case
Method SCM involves identifying the most and least successful cases in a program and examining them in
detail. It is now possible to use data-mining tools to extract specific data from narratives or unstructured data
Mugabushaka and Papazoglou  The point at which assessment takes place will therefore influence the degree
and significance of that impact. Thalidomide has since been found to have beneficial effects in the treatment
of certain types of cancer. Evaluating research impact What are the methodologies and frameworks that have
been employed globally to evaluate research impact and how do these compare? If knowledge exchange
events could be captured, for example, electronically as they occur or automatically if flagged from an
electronic calendar or a diary, then far more of these events could be recorded with relative ease. This
atmosphere of excitement, arising from imaginative consideration transforms knowledge. It is possible to
incorporate both metrics and narratives within systems, for example, within the Research Outcomes System
and Researchfish, currently used by several of the UK research councils to allow impacts to be recorded;
although recording narratives has the advantage of allowing some context to be documented, it may make the
evidence less flexible for use by different stakeholder groups which include government, funding bodies,
research assessment agencies, research providers, and user communities for whom the purpose of analysis
may vary Davies et al. Approaches on this site refer to an integrated package of options methods or processes.
In development of the RQF, The Allen Consulting Group highlighted that defining a time lag between
research and impact was difficult. It is perhaps assumed here that a positive or beneficial effect will be
considered as an impact but what about changes that are perceived to be negative? Any information on the
context of the data will be valuable to understanding the degree to which impact has taken place. Cooke and
Nadim also noted that using a linear-style taxonomy did not reflect the complex networks of impacts that are
generally found. Table 1. Again the objective and perspective of the individuals and organizations assessing
impact will be key to understanding how temporal and dissipated impact will be valued in comparison with
longer-term impact. Metrics in themselves cannot convey the full impact; however, they are often viewed as
powerful and unequivocal forms of evidence. Here we address types of evidence that need to be captured to
enable an overview of impact to be developed. By asking academics to consider the impact of the research
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they undertake and by reviewing and funding them accordingly, the result may be to compromise research by
steering it away from the imaginative and creative quest for knowledge. To adequately capture interactions
taking place between researchers, institutions, and stakeholders, the introduction of tools to enable this would
be very valuable. Why evaluate research impact?


