
A RESPONSE TO AUTONOMY IN THE

Autonomy. I have reviewed, and made criticisms of, Sarah Conly's book elsewhere.1,2 In this comment, I am a
constructive critic who wants to discuss an .

The UN Principles for Older Persons state: Older persons should be able to live in dignity and security and be
free of exploitation and physical or mental abuse. Older persons should be treated fairly regardless of age,
gender, racial or ethnic background, disability or other status and be valued independently of their economic
contribution. An abortion is causing harm through actionâ€”actively doing something to prevent someone else
from having life. Yes, your lack of donation could lead to the death or ailment of someone, but with an
abortion, a child is being killed, by your own hand, by your own choice. Comparing abortion to a person who
has decided not to donate his or her organs is criminalizing to that person and decriminalizing what would be
an actual crime if it were done by or to any born being. And that fetus would not just appear if its parents had
not created it. This is the law, and why compatible donors cannot be forced to donate, even if he or she would
save the life of the other person. The parallel cannot be clearly drawn here for that reason. Therefore under
bodily autonomy, it is there by permission, not by right. Where possible, the ALRC has sought to recommend
changes to the law that bothuphold autonomy and provide protection from harm, but where this is not
possible, greater weight is often given to the principle of autonomy. However, in limited cases, where there is
particularly serious abuse of vulnerable people, protection should be given additional weight. There are too
many flaws in the logic for me to agree with the argument of body autonomy. If they deny and withdraw their
consent, the pregnant person has the right to remove them from that moment. Not simply getting its resources
removed. Bodily autonomy means a person has control over whom or what uses their body, for what, and for
how long. Framing the responseâ€”dignity, autonomy and safeguarding Last modified on 8 June,  Even if you
are dead. Older people, like most adults, prize their freedom and independence, and do not wish to be treated
like children or sheltered from all risk. You are simply not giving a pregnant woman more rights than another
human being. The ALRC recognises that autonomy and safeguarding are not mutually inconsistent, as
safeguarding responses also act to support and promote the autonomy of older people. Protecting older people
from abuse can therefore be seen to support them to live autonomous and dignified lives. The following is an
excerpt from a pro-choice argument that I recently found, using the concept of bodily autonomy to defend his
or her stance as pro-choice. Awarding a pregnant person fewer rights to their body than a corpse. No one,
pregnant or otherwise, is legally allowed to kill an innocent person, and by granting a woman the right to abort
her child, we are giving her more rights than other humans. The autonomy of older people should not be
afforded less respect than the autonomy of others. They are made.


