
PROPAGANDA UNDER A DICTATORSHIP ESSAY

This presentation is a brief insight into what Aldous Huxley's essay "Propaganda Under a Dictatorship" is all about.

Marching kills thought. In a word, a man in a crowd behaves as though he had swallowed a large dose of some
powerful intoxicant. As the Little Men disappear, more and more economic power comes to be wielded by
fewer and fewer people. It can and, no doubt, it will. Their behavior is determined, not by knowledge or
reason, but by feelings and unconscious drives. We are forced to act on insufficient evidence and by a light
considerably less steady than that of logic. People have become more poorly fed. A dictatorship is a form of
government where the ruler has absolute power. This is obviously good. Sheldon, "our best stock tends to be
outbred by stock that is inferior to it in every respect. Related Interests. Today we read a book like Mr.
Twenty-seven years later, in this third quarter of the twentieth century A. Their suggestibility is increased to
the point where they cease to have any judgment or will of their own. They become very excitable, they lose
all sense of individual or collective responsibility, they are subject to sudden accesses of rage, enthusiasm and
panic. In a capitalist democracy, such as the United States, it is controlled by what Professor C. With them one
cannot make history; they cannot be used as elements composing a community. Assembled in a crowd, people
lose their powers of reasoning and their capacity for moral choice. Unfortunately it now looks as though,
owing to recent changes in our circumstances, this infinitely precious fair chance were being, little by little,
taken away from us. Can we accept the theories on which the social engineers base their practice, and in terms
of which they justify their manipulations of human beings? He is a victim of what I have called
"herd-poisoning. In his philosophical lucubrations Hitler was either cloudily day-dreaming or reproducing
other peoples half-baked notions. Hitler and the Brave New World civilization both used these forms of
propaganda to apply their ideas into Strong emotion as every actor and dramatist knows is in the highest
degree contagious. But what about those situations, now of such frequent occurrence, in which good means
have end results which turn out to be bad? In the West, it is true, individual men and women still enjoy a large
measure of freedom. A tune will haunt the memory during the whole of a lifetime. When he writes about such
vast abstractions as Race History andProvidence, Hitler is strictly unreadable. Today the art of mind-control is
in the process of becoming a science. The Chinese and the Russians are not relying merely on the indirect
effects of advancing technology; they are working directly on the psycho-physical organisms of their lower
leaders, subjecting minds and bodies to a system of ruthless and, from all accounts, highly effective
conditioning. And what remarkably clear and astute words they are! Hitler strongest appeal was towards the
lower and middle classes who were devastated by inflation and the great depression. Industry, as it expands,
draws an ever greater proportion of humanity's increasing numbers into large cities. Only much later," adds
Hermann Rauschning, "was there revealed in it a subtle intention based on a well-judged adjustment of ends
and means. But the progress of technology has led and is still leading to just such a concentration and
centralization of power. Marching makes an end of individuality. The Chinese and the Russians are not relying
merely on the indirect effects of advancing technology; they are working directly on the psycho-physical
organisms of their lower leaders, subjecting minds and bodies to a system of ruthless and, from all accounts,
highly effective conditioning. Singing Commercials are a recent invention; but the Singing Theological and
the Singing Devotional -- the hymn and the psalm -- are as old as religion itself. But now set the words to a
catchy and easily remembered tune. For practical purposes genetic standardization may be ruled out. Consider
a simple example. And what remarkably clear and astute words they are! Like alcohol, herd-poison is an
active, extraverted drug. Among the masses instinct is supreme, and from instinct comes faith


