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The methodology section of a research paper answers two main that uses existing theory as a foundation for formulating
hypotheses that need to be tested. Provide background and a rationale for methodologies that are.

Describe the specific methods of data collection you are going to use, such as, surveys, interviews,
questionnaires, observation, archival research. Be clear and concise in your explanation. Explain how you
intend to analyze your results. Next, it is helpful to take notes while reading. Are you going to take a special
approach, such as action research, or a more neutral stance? Aside from these, your background should be
critical, consistent, and logically structured. Harvard University; Hopkins, Will G. For clarity, when a large
amount of detail must be presented, information should be presented in sub-sections according to topic. Do not
ignore these problems or pretend they did not occur. Department of Biology. Is the research study unique for
which additional explanation is needed? Purdue University; Methods and Materials. Alternative
Microeconomics. You might, for instance, ensure that you refer back to your literature review frequently and
use phrases like, "This approach may seem like a significant departure from established approaches to this
field, but it combines the proven data-gathering techniques of X with the statistical analysis model of Y, along
with the following innovations". It links introduction to your research topic and ensures a logical flow of
ideas. Are there any practical limitations that could affect your data collection? First of all, you'll want to
answer certain broad questions about the kind of analysis you're undertaking: is it qualitative or quantitative,
or a mixed approach that uses qualitative data to provide context and background to quantitative data or vice
versa? A critical dissertation in the arts or humanities Methodological rigour is just as valuable in the arts and
humanities as in the sciences and social sciences. Content An effectively written methodology section should:
Introduce the overall methodological approach for investigating your research problem. It demonstrates to the
reader that you can provide a cogent rationale for the decisions you made to minimize the impact of any
problems that arose. For example, you need to ensure that you have a large enough sample size to be able to
generalize and make recommendations based upon the findings. It is helpful to use one of the research paper
management systems such as Papers, Mendeley, Evernote, or Sente. In an undergraduate dissertation, you
therefore need to show a capacity to engage with a broad field of research, to synthesise diverse and even
opposing approaches to a problem, and to distil this down into a design for a research project that will address
your research questions with the appropriate level of scholarly level. For instance, if you propose to conduct
interviews, how do you intend to select the sample population? Provide background and a rationale for
methodologies that are unfamiliar for your readers. Are there theories, concepts, or ideas borrowed from other
disciplines or academic traditions that may be unfamiliar to the reader and therefore require further
explanation? In this case, it is advisable to keep track of the search terms you used and the articles that you
downloaded. Writing the Background and Significance Section. The best undergraduate dissertations will of
course show originality of thought and may even be able to make an original contribution to their field â€” but
the focus will generally be on demonstrating that you have the fundamental research skills to undertake
investigative work in your field. This approach is focused on explanation. Descriptions of methods usually
include defining them and stating why you have chosen specific techniques to investigate a research problem,
followed by an outline of the procedures you used to systematically select, gather, and process the data
[remember to always save the interpretation of data for the discussion section of your paper]. The method
must be appropriate to fulfilling the overall aims of the study. However, this is not the place for an exhaustive
review of methodologies you're not using â€” that work belongs in your literature review chapter , and you
should refer back to that chapter for context on why you're taking or not taking a particular approach.
Structure and Writing Style I. University of Illinois; Woodall, W. Content The introduction to your
methodology section should begin by restating the research problem and underlying assumptions underpinning
your study. If other data sources exist, explain why the data you chose is most appropriate. Political --
concerns the environment in which something is produced indicating it's public purpose or agenda. From
another perspective, the length and detail of background information also depends on the degree to which you
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need to demonstrate to your professor how much you understand the research problem. Be clear and concise in
your explanation.


