
POSITIVIST THEORY SOCIOLOGY STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES

As a doctrine, positivism believes the basis for knowledge and thought The positivist does not derive conclusions from a
subjective approach and What Are the Advantages & Disadvantages of Non-Experimental Design?.

Throughout its history positivism has experienced several noteworthy alterations. Retrieved on 5. As such,
causal relationships between social phenomena can be established. This limits participants to what they can
put and does not give them the opportunity to say all that they want to. Can Sociology be value free? Given
the uncertainties that competing epistemologies have presented with regards to the philosophy of science it
would seem somewhat naive to believe that any approach can offer the truly definitive knowledge that
positivism claims to. However, one must not create a false dichotomy and this essay argues that the main
strength of post-positivism is as a critic of the positivist mainstream in order to create a questioning, Socratic
approach to IR. Cohen et al. Difference Feminism â€” women are not a homogenous group, they experience
disadvantage in different ways. Social Action Theory Max Weber: Verstehen, and Social Change â€”
observation alone is not enough to understand human action, we need empathetic understanding. Univeristy of
South Florida. Introduction to Research and Research Methods. This was a reassuring hard-headed message
for Americans during the Cold War! Regardless of the conclusions, the research had the effect of shaking the
confidence of positivism and its claims to accuracy. This can occur in any of the methods being pursued
because the participants may choose random answers not providing with the authentic responses. One of my
major weaknesses was confrontation and also people skills As such, it has necessitated a discussion of the two
in opposition. Simply because something has been seen before is not to say that it is an ahistorical truth and
that it will continue to be so forever. At first glance, the appeal of using positivism in the social sciences is
obvious. However, it is the critical analysis of positivist thought that is the main strength of post-positivism.
This essay contends that IR can benefit from both positivism and post-positivism; rather than discussing the
strengths and weaknesses of post-positivism in IR, it is best to consider the complementary strengths of
post-positivism and positivism together. All states perform same functions and are equivalent units in this
system, but there is an uneven distribution of resources and capacities among states. Strengths can be drawn
from things that an individual currently excels at or those from the past. Many experts have expressed their
fascination with crime and their need to understand criminal behaviour; thus, the science of criminology was
born. Most of my strengths I have helped me in life when things go difficult, but also has helped in school
when classes get harder or I have to adapt and change with the program and also the way I need to prepared
for that class. Once the data has been collected it is summarised, analysed and evaluated collectively and does
not look at individual responses. As the data is summarised collectively and statistically it can distort reality
and the true picture may be lost. One theory, the sociocultural perspective, is exactly what its name suggests
These methods are used as they are objective and reliable. This structure also gives little room for variance and
drastic variable changes, thus making the study more accurate when it comes to experiments and applications
as it tries to follow specific rules using objective mathematical and scientific tools. Houghton,  Dash,  First,
social structures do not exist independently of the activities which they shape or are the product of. However,
whilst this essay argues strongly for the benefits of post-positivism in critiquing the positivist mainstream in
IR, it must be noted that post-positivism has its disadvantages. Criminology is fundamental in understanding
criminal behaviour and the effect it has on the law and the society in which we live Williams,  The
post-positivist position has responded to the changing nature of international relations in the post-cold-war
period, demonstrating the political nature of positivist assertions as to how the world is. Examples include
taxation which affects wealth distribution, various education policies and policies about how to tackle crime
There are several reasons why governments may ignore certain findings of research â€” e. And the researcher
has to abide by the findings anyhow.


