
A HISTORY OF JOHN WYCLIFF AND THE LOLLARDS MOVEMENT AIMED

TOWARDS REFORMATION OF THE CHURCH

John Wycliffe was an English scholastic philosopher, theologian, Biblical translator, reformer, Wycliffe's Bible appears to
have been completed by , additional beyond, the Lollard movement was sometimes regarded as the precursor to the .
was targeted by John of Gaunt's opponents among the nobles and church.

The elector cardinal can only make someone a pope if the choice relates to one who is chosen by God. Such
political divisions made it almost impossible to get people to agree on the site of a council, not to mention the
deeper issues involved. In the days of the mission to Bruges Owtred still belonged in Wycliffe's circle of
friends. Last Days of John Wycliffe Wycliffe returned to Lutterworth, and sent out tracts against the monks
and Urban VI, since the latter, contrary to the hopes of Wycliffe, had not turned out to be a reforming or "true"
pope, but had involved in mischievous conflicts. Yet his friend and protector John of Gaunt was the most
hated by the rebels, and where Wycliffe's influence was greatest the uprising found the least support. It is not
known when he first went to Oxford, with which he was so closely connected till the end of his life. He
desired to put the clock back: to restore the Church to her poor and primitive state. The bull of Gregory XI
impressed upon them the name of Lollards, intended as an opprobrious epithet, but it became, to them, a name
of honor. So far as his relations to the philosophers of the Middle Ages are concerned, he held to realism as
opposed to the nominalism advanced by Occam, although in questions that had to do with ecclesiastical
politics he was related to Occam and indeed went beyond him. His last work, the Opus evangelicum, the last
part of which he named in characteristic fashion "Of Antichrist," remained uncompleted. He attained the
headship no later than  Yet his friend and protector, John of Gaunt, was the most hated by the rebels, and
where Wycliffe's influence was greatest the uprising found the least support. This would place the entrance of
Wycliffe into politics about  The principles of the doctrine were already embodied in his De civili dominio.
This included a number of matters of liturgy and religious practice. The reformatory activities of Wycliffe
effectively began at this time. The preliminaries were not yet finished when a noisy mob gathered with the
purpose of saving him. But that was not a light task. He was well acquainted with the tendencies of the
ecclesiastical politics to which England owed its position. At one point the Church had three popes who
excommunicated one another!! In the history of the trial by William Thorpe , Wycliffe appears wasted and
physically weak. From him one could learn in truth what the Church of Christ is and how it should be ruled
and led. He then appealed--not to the pope nor to the ecclesiastical authorities of the land, but to the king. The
items of the "long bill" appear to have been derived from his work. Cooper, pp. Anti-Wycliffe synod In the
summer of , Wycliffe formulated his doctrine of the Lord's Supper in twelve short sentences, and made it a
duty to advocate it everywhere. It may be that the elector is himself not predestined and chooses one who is in
the same positionâ€”a veritable Antichrist. Our pope is Christ. No pope may say that he is the head, for he can
not say that he is elect or even a member of the Church. Lechler identifies three stages in Wycliffe's relations
with the papacy. To accomplish this, the help of the State was necessary; but the commons rejected the bill.
Lollardy was strongly resisted by both the religious and secular authorities. In this book are the strongest
outcries against the Avignon system with its commissions, exactions, squandering of charities by unfit priests,
and the like.


