
CHARISMATIC AND PENTECOSTAL CHRISTIANITY AND SPIRITUAL

Charismatic Christianity is a form of Christianity that emphasizes the work of the Holy Spirit, spiritual gifts, and
modern-day miracles.

Of course, with this recognition comes the insight that a particular orientation results in a particular type of
Christian spirituality. An individual ritual leader, particularly the pastor functions as a symbol of both order
and ecstacy. The Charismatic Movement spread internationally and spread across many Christian groups or
denominations. The ritual mode of sensibility we have designated "celebration" is frequently used to facilitate
the process of entering into the presence. Social Ethics The dominance of millenarianism among the early
Pentecostals and their identification of the Social Gospel with the mainstream churches led to wholesale
rejection of social activism by the Pentecostal denominations. All other performance, or ministries, have
secondary importance. Second, we will present a general outline of the characteristic qualities of Pentecostal
spirituality within the organizing symbol of experiencing God. In the larger, white Pentecostal denominations
these practices have all but disappeared. They seek to move with the Spirit, but not as incorporeal selves.
However, these grassroots meetings produced a greater openness to, interest in, and mutual understanding of
Christians of diverse traditions. But Pentecostals, in their own defense point to the biblical Jesus, who they
insist was intensely interested in addressing human needs. According, to a Pentecostal understanding other
ministries "flow from worship. What if the congregation does not "receive" the word? The original character
of Pentecostal worship, however, is still much in evidence among racial and ethnic minorities in North
America and Europe and throughout sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, and parts of Asia. The life and
writings of the founder of the movement are found in The Work of T. But each of the churches of our study
"invests" heavily of their time, energy and financial resources in missions projects. Again, a significant
"by-product" of such cooperation has been the stimulation of ecumenical impulses. Pentecostals discover
themselves, and their spirituality, in the context of God's purposes, God's will. Thirdly, as we have noted
earlier, authentic ecumenism calls for a sincere respect for the other's spirituality; an appreciation for their life
in Christ and all that it means to them. They can only prepare and wait for God's actions in and among the
worshippers, and then respond to the "flow of the Spirit" when God's "promptings" or "strirrings" occurs. His
church, Kristiania Bymission, became the center of a revival in from which Pentecostalism spread throughout
Scandinavia. Each of these symbols enjoys wide use among American Pentecostals: leadership, worship,
word, gifts, ministry, and mission s. Experiencing God as Creative Lastly, Pentecostals experience God as
creative; and consequently, they live out a creative spirituality. Its trademarks include religious practices,
social behaviors, emphasis on individual religious experiences and perceptions of the world.


