
ORWELLS TO SHOOT AN ELEPHANT ANALYSIS

Orwell opens the essay by explicitly describing the hatred that the Burmese people feel for him during his time as a
police officer for the British Raj, in Moulmein, Lower Burma. He gets on his pony and takes his Winchester, though he
knows the rifle is much too small to kill.

He already has established the fact that his character is weak when he introduces the Burma people and how
they laugh and mock him, the British officer. The conventional image of white man as the ruler ties him in his
own cocoon and at times it does not allow him to go against his will or act according to his conscience. A
sahib has got to act like a sahib; he has got to appear resolute, to know his own mind and do definite things.
Orwell is able to better understand imperialism through his run-in with the elephant because the elephant
serves as a symbol of colonialism. It is then Orwell claims he realizes the true position of whites in the East
and how Imperialism hurts not only the victims but the oppressors. The Burmese people and their oppressors
were not into a cordial relationship which is evident from the account Orwell presents. The narrator managed a
rifle and five cartridges without having any intention of shooting the elephant but just to keep the situation
under control. Again, repetition of the same idea through various sentences emphasizes the position of the
narrator. Finally staying down after the third shot the elephant still lives, just as the Burmese people are still
there but with less strength and hope after the wars. Some local words found their way into the writings of
Orwell, which seems very natural for a British officer working in a foreign land. Against his will and moral
belief he decides to kill the elephant. Orwell presents this scene from the prison to demonstrate the burden on
his conscience and how much he disliked being an officer and policing the natives. Upon reaching the field
Orwell writes,? Some of the hatred appears undeserved to him and it is why he is angry at those monks.
Humiliation is an entirely psychic injury, unlike most other forms of injury. Stylistic analysis of a text
supplements the literary interpretation of it. The Burmans who were eager to have its meat, stripped its bones
of all the flesh by afternoon. A dislike that many who have lived under imperial rule may understand. To come
all that way, rifle in hand, with two thousand people marching at my heels, and then to trail feebly away,
having done nothing â€” no, that was impossible. Firstly, it enables students to make meaningful
interpretations of the text. Especially the Buddhist monks all around Burma are so good at teasing that Orwell
hopes he would drive his bayonet through one of them some day. But still he knows the truth to be false. The
narrator singles out "young Buddhist priests" to be "the worst of all" and comments on how he would gladly
"drive a bayonet into a Buddhist priest's guts". This conflicted mindset is typical of officers in the British Raj,
he explains. Intelligent crafting of effective images adds to the economy of the essay. There is also a sense that
just as the elephant has been conquered so too has Orwell been conquered by his environment. He may be
suggesting that for some the elephant is more important than the life of a human being. He thinks the whole
thing has been a lie. Suddenly he heard some noise on one side where a woman was shooing away some kids.
However, Orwell was legally right since the animal had killed a person. Despite his unwillingness to kill the
elephant, he was preoccupied by the thought of being laughed at by the natives if he failed to control the
elephant. Copy to Clipboard. This article presents a powerful theme of inner conflict. The texture is attained
through the appropriate use of cohesive ties. It is as though the elephant or the value of the elephant is more
important to some than the fact that the elephant killed someone and may do so again. While their European
oppressors were successful at suppressing revolts of all form, still locals could not help demonstrating their
hatred for them. A stylistic analysis, which helps to unfold the meaning of the text through linguistic analysis
of the text, reveals that the theme of the text is expressed by a network of lexical and syntactic organization.
They were interested in seeing the elephant being shot dead and while Orwell did not intend to kill the animal
but had got the rifle just to protect himself in case the beast went wild; he had already started feeling like a
fool. As a member of the ruling power, he is cornered into doing what the "natives" expect of him: "He wears
a mask, and his face grows to fit it. The fear of being laughed at was still making him miserable. Orwell orders
a subordinate to bring him a gun strong enough to shoot an elephant. What is also interesting about the story is
that Orwell kills the elephant in order to maintain an appearance or a degree of superiority.


