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behavior toward social environment explanations, such as slum life and the society at The review begins with the two
classical sociological theories of crime.

An irritable individual, for example, is more likely to respond to strain with crime. Sociological theories of
deviance are those that use social context and social pressures to explain deviance. For example, individuals
are more likely to imitate others' behavior if they observe them receive reinforcement for their acts. Homes are
left unprotected during the day and often in the evening, and people spend more time in public settings where
they may fall prey to motivated offenders. Thus, deviance can be the result of accepting one norm, but
breaking another in order to pursue the first. A famous example of a universal is the incest taboo. As a result,
institutions like the family, school, and political system are less able to effectively socialize individuals against
crime and sanction deviant behavior. The police may function as capable guardians, but it is more common for
ordinary people to play this roleâ€”like family members, neighbors, and teachers. Low social control, in turn,
increases the likelihood of association with delinquent peers, which promotes the social learning of crime.
Crime occurs when individuals still want to achieve the success goals of society but abandon the socially
approved means of obtaining those goals. Causes of Delinquency. Lantham, Md. Also, the wages in
manufacturing jobs have become less competitive, due to factors like foreign competition, the increase in the
size of the work force, and the decline in unions. Their crime may upset people they care about, cause them to
think badly of them, and possibly disrupt their relationship with them. Crime: The study of social deviance is
the study of the violation of cultural norms in either formal or informal contexts. For example, an embarrassed
parent may give her screaming child a candy bar in the checkout line of a supermarket. Matsueda also argues
that informal labels affect individuals' subsequent level of crime by affecting their perceptions of how others
see them. If they believe that others see them as delinquents and trouble-makers, they are more likely to act in
accord with this perception and engage in delinquency. In doing so, however, this work draws heavily on the
central ideas of control, social learning, and strain theories. Such communities have increased for several
reasons. Dix Hills, N. For documents not available online, a link to the publisher's website is provided.
Thornberry attempts to integrate control and social learning theories. However, since being removed from the
DSM, homosexuality is no longer recognized as a legitimate psychiatric condition and, therefore, the now
debunked homosexuality-as-psychiatric-condition does not serve an explanatory role in regards to deviant
sexuality. So one's stake in conformityâ€”that which one has to lose by engaging in crimeâ€”functions as
another major restraint to crime. For example, suppose one's friends have been calling her a coward because
she refuses to use drugs with them.


